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Welcome to MAC Theatre

Thank you!

I’m finding that a pandemic is a great time to catch
up on some reading. Dramatists Play Service introduced
a “book club” of “bold new plays,” and I signed up. Plays
now at the top of my list to see performed are John
Strand’s The Originalist, and Lauren Gunderson’s Silent
Sky and The Book of Will. Another is Michael Healey’s
The Drawer Boy, which was on a list Chuck Leonard put
forward for a potential staged reading. Chuck will be directing a staged
reading of David Lindsay-Abaire’s Ripcord here at MAC on March 13. You
won’t want to miss it! Staged readings give us the chance to offer you
even more theatre, and some “bolder” plays, to use DPS’s term—some
outstanding theatre that you may not yet have seen.
As I have mentioned before, with only 38 seats in the Grosh
Performance Hall instead of 145 and art classes of eight at most, it is
almost impossible to cover expenses, but with generous donors and
several key grants, we are managing so far to keep our heads above
water. We are grateful to you for coming to see this performance and to
those who view it online. We hope that it won’t be too long before we can
safely accommodate a larger audience. Fingers crossed!
Thank you for observing our safety guidelines by wearing your mask
at all times and maintaining social distancing. If you want to help in other
ways, please consider becoming a Friend of MAC, or if you are a Friend,
do invite your friends to join you in supporting your local arts center by
becoming a Friend of MAC (for as little as $25), volunteering, taking a
class… or even auditioning for a show! Thank you!
Penny Senften, Executive Director
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The Manhattan Arts Center is funded in part by the City of Manhattan, the
Greater Manhattan Community Foundation, the Lincoln & Dorothy Deihl
Endowed Fund and the YES! Fund at GMCF, and the Kansas Creative Arts
Industries Commission. Additional support comes from our generous
sponsors and Friends of MAC.
MAC is a proud
member of

KCAIC receives support from
the National Endowment for
the Arts, a federal agency.

To subscribe to our weekly emails, send your name and email address
to office@manhattanarts.org. Follow us on social media and
check our website often throughout the year as we are always
adding more events, classes, and workshops!

AS YOU
LIKE IT

By William Shakespeare
Directed by Trevor Comstock
Cast

Rosalind ......................................................................................... Alicia Willard
Celia ........................................................................ Katherine Coleman-Echols
Orlando....................................................................................... Bernice Poulter
Touchstone .................................................................................Steph Houston
Duke Frederick/Duke Senior ........................................................ Audrey Artis
Jaques ........................................................................................... Donald Davis
Clown #1 (Charles, Silvius)........................................................... Evan Brandt
Clown #2 (Le Beau, Phoebe) ............................................. Edgar Momberger
Clown #3 (Oliver, Amiens) .......................................................... Brent Weaver
Clown #4 (Adam, Audrey) ........................................................... Kaitlyn Burns
Clown #5 (Corin, Jaques de Boys) .................................................. Neco Long
Clown #6 (William, Hymen) ....................................................... Alex Van Dyke

Setting
The play is set in a duchy in France, but most of the action
takes place in a location called the Forest of Arden.

What’s Happening On Stage
Scene 1 - On the estate of the late Sir Rowland de Boys, young Orlando de Boys complains
about the way his brother Oliver has raised him in their father’s absence. He laments his lack
of gentlemanly education and his rightful inheritance. A fight between the two leads Oliver to
hatch a plan to rid himself of his better-loved little brother once and for all.
Scene 2 - Rosalind and Celia while away their time in the gardens of Duke Frederick (father to
Celia and usurper of his older brother and Rosalind’s father, Duke Senior), while Touchstone
the Fool moralizes honor and pancakes. But what’s this? The dashing Orlando is set to
challenge the Duke’s wrestler and love sets its first sight.
Scene 3 - As Rosalind wrestles with newfound affections, Duke Frederick wakes up and
chooses violence. Rosalind is banished, but faithful Celia vows not to leave her side. They plan
their getaway from the Duke’s court and Rosalind decides to pull out her inner Drag King.
Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome to the stage...Ganymede!
Scene 4 - After many years of exile in the Forest of Arden, Duke Senior (Rosallind’s dad) and
his merry men have made their home near an abandoned cave. They live out their days
adventuring, hunting, and poking fun at their melancholy friend Jaques.
Scene 5 - Duke Frederick learns that Rosalind has fled the court as he decreed. But alas! Celia
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leaving was not part of the plan. Someone overheard the two cousins commending and
fawning over the victorious wrestler. Could Orlando have something to do with their
disappearance?
Scene 6 - Orlando, riding high from his wrestling victory and his burgeoning infatuation with
Rosalind, arrives home and discovers that his brother Oliver, his plan to indirectly harm
Orlando having failed, has opted for a method more direct. Orlando has no choice but to flee.
Where? To the Forest of Arden, of course.
Scene 7 - While rambling about for food and shelter, Celia, Touchstone, and Rosalind
(Ganymede) happen upon a down-on-his-luck shepherd and a flock up for sale. Taking
advantage of her inherited wealth, Celia purchases the ranch and gives its shepherd a raise.
Our heroes are officially homeowners in the Forest of Arden!
Scene 8 - Orlando and his faithful servant have reached Arden and are weary from travel. The
old man in Orlando’s company is knocking on heaven’s door, but noble Orlando never leaves
a man behind!
Scene 9 - A fool in the forest! A desperate demand for food! A warm welcome! And a lip sync
for your life! All on a summer’s day in the Forest of Arden.
Scene 10 - Back at the court, Duke Fred blames Oliver for Orlando’s perceived shenanigans
and charges him to travel into Arden to find his brother.
INTERMISSION
Scene 1 - The whole forest is abuzz. Someone’s been pinning love poems about Rosalind to the
trees of Arden and carving her name in their barks. Celia suspects Orlando, who
coincidentally, appears. Not content to simply eavesdrop, Rosalind schemes to test Orlando's
love: She’ll pretend to be Ganymede pretending to be Rosalind. By presenting Rosalind as
fickle, "Ganymede" hopes to cure Orlando of his love. Orlando agrees, confident that his
feelings are real.
Scene 2 - Jealous of the attention that the love story in the play is getting, Touchstone has
found a local girl to take to wife and has sent for the vicar to marry them in the forest. The vicar
won’t perform the marriage without someone to give the bride away. Jaques volunteers for the
task, but insists the marriage takes place in a proper church.
Scene 3 - It’s not looking good for Orlando as he’s late for his first woo sesh. Rosalind and Celia
begin to doubt his love, but are happily distracted by someone else’s drama.
Scene 4 - Some local youths are in the middle of an argument. Silvius is madly in love with
Phoebe but the feeling isn’t mutual. To make matters worse, Phoebe falls madly in love with
Ganymede at first sight. What has our heroine gotten herself into?
Scene 5 - Orlando has finally arrived. Let the wooing begin!
Scene 6 - Silvius has been made the messenger and delivers what he thinks is a scathing letter
from Phoebe to Ganymede. As it turns out, the letter is filled with more adoration than
anything else, leaving Silvius dejected. Oliver arrives and he has turned over a new leaf after
Orlando saved his life from a lion and now Cupid sets the sight of his bow on Celia and Oliver.
Anything can happen in Arden! Rosalind “pretends” to faint after she learns that Orlando was
injured in the lion attack.
4

Scene 7 - Touchstone is still jealous of all the dramatic storylines everyone else is getting. He
decides to drum up a little drama of his own in the form of a jealous lover.

Scene 8 - Oliver decides to marry and settle in Arden, passing down their father's estate to his
brother Orlando. Orlando is pleased, but laments to Ganymede about his own love prospects.
As far as he knows, Rosalind is still at the court and he has no idea whether she loves him in
the way he loves her. Meanwhile, Phoebe is still pining over Ganymede. Luckily, our heroine
has a plan to make all matters right.
Scene 9 - The Big Day has arrived! Will Rosalind arrive on time? Will Phoebe agree to marry
Silvius? Will everyone get their happy ending? Let’s find out!

Director’s Notes
“All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players.” When
Shakespeare wrote these words, he probably didn’t imagine they would be taken up
just over 400 years later by a group of Twelve Players in a place he didn’t know the
name of. But here we are anyway! I now present you: the aforementioned Twelve
Players, as they present to you: As You Like It by William Shakespeare.
The Comedies (Yes, tonight’s a funny one) were initially performed in a manner
quite bawdy, off-color, and risqué. Which are just three good words that all mean
“fun”. Over time Shakespeare has become synonymous with high-brow, educated
pomp, but his plays were the popular entertainment of the time, especially for the
working class. Some Shakespearean scholars believe that his plays were originally
performed unrehearsed, with the actors receiving their lines only days from the
performance. In the true spirit of Billy Shakes, our Players have foregone the pomp
and embraced the fun. And while they have graciously done you the courtesy of
rehearsal, improvisation heavily influenced the development of our performance.
Follow wily Rosalind and her aspiring beau, Orlando, good-hearted Celia, quickwitted Touchstone, and the melancholy Jaques as they traipse through The Forest of
Arden after banishment from the court. Prepare yourself for a tale of courtly intrigue,
forest adventure, a giant baby, crossdressing, and love at first sight. Culminating in
four weddings and no funerals. From the Globe Theatre to the Manhattan Arts Center,
I hope our humble play is truly As You Like It.

Trevor Comstock
TREVOR COMSTOCK (Director/Costumes/Lighting) couldn’t be happier to make his
directorial debut at MAC with this show. Since moving to Manhattan in
2017, Trevor has been seen on stage at MAC in Spring Awakening,
The Game’s Afoot, and Our Town and backstage as Stage Manager
for last year’s Men on Boats, and Assistant Director for The Wizard of
Oz at the Columbian. Trevor usually spends his summers as a
repertory company member at the Brownville Village Theatre in
Brownville, Nebraska, where he and 13 other actor/technicians put
up five shows in three months! Their 2020 season was canceled, for obvious
reasons, but in 2019 he had the privilege to direct Murdered to Death (An Agatha
Christie spoof!). Trevor thanks you for braving the weather and the world to join us for
a few hours of good, clean, (and safe!) fun. And a very special thank you to his
wonderful husband Shay for his unwavering support.
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Creative Team
Stage Manager ............................................................................................. Holly Emmerich
Set & Lighting Design ................................................................................. Tevor Comstock
Scenic Artist ................................................................................................... Penny Cullers
Assistant Scenic Artists ......................................... Holly Emmerich, Bernice Poulter
Katherine Coleman-Echols, Alicia Willard
Props Masters & Costume Design ............... Trevor Comstock, The Twelve Players
Costume Assistant ................................................................................... Peggy Riley
Lightboard Operator ................................................................................. Suliel Sapp
Soundboard Operator ........................................................................ Nellie Bucholtz

Headshots ......................................................................................................... Rich Senften
Program Design ................................................................................................... Jan Galitzer
House Managers ...................................................... Terri Lee, Amy Gross, Penny Senften
Evening Box Office ............................................................. Dianna Horner, Paula Goldwyn
MAC STAFF
Executive Director .......................................................................................... Penny Senften
Artistic Director .................................................................................................Penny Cullers
Box Office & Office Manager ........................................................................... Sandy Mead
Development Director ......................................................................................... Anat Eshar
Education & Marketing Director.................................................................... Michele Ward
Technical Coordinator................................................................................. Brandon Jansen
Intern.................................................................................................................Erin Muirhead
Office Volunteers ...................................................................... Tony Crawford, Jan Galitzer

Digital Guestbook
Due to social distancing requirements, we regret that we will not be
able to host a meet and greet with the cast and crew at the end of the
performance. Please share your greetings and comments for cast and
crew on our social media pages or in our theatre blog post about this
show: http://manhattanarts.org/blog.aspx?CID=1
Click on “comments” under As You like It.

Cell phones DARK AND SILENT
throughout the performance please.
The videotaping or other video or audio
recording of this production is strictly
prohibited.
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The Company & Creative Team
Audrey Artis (Duke Frederick/Duke Senior) is
excited to be in her ninth show
at MAC! You may have recently
seen her in The Trial of
Ebenezer Scrooge (Judge
Pearson) or Arsenic and Old
Lace (Officer O'Hara). As always
she thanks her friends and
family for their support.
Evan Brandt (Clown #1-Charles, Silvius) says
he’s ready to take on the stage
once again. He grew up in
Beloit, KS, and found his love
for theatre during college. He
recently moved back to
Manhattan with hopes to finish
his schooling. He thanks his
mother and sister for their unwavering support.
Kaitlyn Burns (Clown #4-Adam, Audrey) is
thrilled to be in her fourth show
at MAC! She’s a recent
graduate of KSU with a BA in
Theatre. She’s appeared In
Vanya & Sonia & Masha &
Spike (Cassandra), Macbeth
(Lady Macbeth), A Christmas
Carol (Mrs. Mops), and more. No stranger to
Shakespeare, she hopes that you grow to love his
works more from this show!
Katherine Coleman-Echols (Celia) is so excited
to be making her MAC debut!
No stranger to Shakespeare,
Katherine has also performed
in The Taming of the Shrew
(Kate) and The Comedy of
Errors (The Abbess). Over the
summer she directed a scene
from Macbeth that was selected to be showcased at the Autumn and Art Festival in Wichita,
KS.
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Penny Cullers (Scenic Artist, MAC Artistic
Director) is thrilled to be
working on her tenth play since
July 2020. Penny is also
finishing up post production for
her film Last Supper Cafe, and
is in rehearsals for a new film
project as co-director, coproducer, as well as playing three roles in the film
The Xenophobes.

Holly Emmerich (Stage Manager) is a KSU
graduate student. She is in her
final semester of the Drama
Therapy program. She spent
six years teaching drama
overseas in Africa and South
America, and she hopes to
return overseas again
someday to utilize her Drama Therapy skills in
underserved areas around the world.
Donald Davis (Jaques) is excited for this show.
He has been involved in
community theatre in the
surrounding area for a while.
He thanks you for coming and
supporting the Arts in your
community!!!
Steph Houston (Touchstone) is thrilled to be a
part of another MAC production.
Steph has been behind the
scenes at MAC as a lightboard
operator, props, assistant stage
manager and has helped with
many sets. They were most
recently in Men on Boats
(Seneca Howland/The Bishop) and the stage
manager of Elf the Musical at The Columbian.
Neco Long (Clown #5-Corin, Jaques De Boys)
is excited to be in his first play.
He has always been interested
in film and theatre. He
appreciates the love and
support from family and friends.

The Company & Creative Team
Edgar Momberger (Clown #2-Le Beau, Phoebe)
got engaged to his wife before
a HVSF production of The
Taming of the Shrew in 2018.
Luckily, she looked past the
questionable humor of the
moment, and the pair have
been happily married for over
two years now. His only other experience with
Shakespeare was acting as Thisbe--in the play
inside the play--A Midsummer Night's Dream.
Bernice Poulter (Orlando) is very excited to be in
this show. She has been in
different shows at both MAC
and The Columbian. This is her
first Shakespeare play. This
show was very fun to put
together and she hopes that
you enjoy it.
Peggy Riley (Costume Assistant) has enjoyed
her role as "costume finder" for
this show. Helping Trevor find
costume pieces according to
his costume plot was a change
of pace. Peggy has been
costume designer for many
MAC performances (Arsenic
and Old Lace, The Trial of Ebenezer Scrooge)
along with being the costume shop coordinator.

Alex Van Dyke (Clown #6-William, Hymen) is
appearing in his fifth show at
MAC. He thanks his incredibly
supportive wife, Simran, for
encouraging his acting. They
have two young daughters at
home, and Alex can't wait to act
with them one day. “BLACK
LIVES MATTER.”
Brent Weaver (Clown #3-Oliver, Amiens) is a
KSU graduate who now works
at the university. As You Like It
is Brent’s ninth MAC show.
Some favorite shows include:
Spring Awakening (Melchior),
My Fair Lady (Freddy EynsfordHill), Our Town (George Gibbs),
and The Addams Family (Lucas). He hopes you
enjoy the show!
Alicia Willard (Rosalind) works as a musician in
the Manhattan area. She’s
recently been seen in Arsenic
and Old Lace (Dr. Einstein),
Vanya & Sonia & Masha &
Spike (Sonia), Beyond Therapy
(Prudence), The Addams
Family (Alice), Damn Yankees
(Meg), and Shrek (Fiona) at The Columbian. She
hopes you enjoy the show!

Acknowledgements
Thanks to Special Friends & Supporters
CivicPlus
for creating & hosting our website

Rich Senften
for his technical expertise and help

Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen Funeral
Home for sponsoring the
arts calendar on KMAN

James Davis
Assistant Professor of Lighting and Sound
Design for K-State School of Music,
Theatre, and Dance
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Friends of MAC

Friends at the Director level & above, as of 11/05/2020

MAESTRO ($1,000+)
Blueville Nursery
Mel & DonnaDee Chastain
Jennifer & Bob Edwards
Jan & Steve Galitzer
Ward & Brenda Morgan
Dan & Mitzi Richards
Stephen & Debbie Saroff
Dick & Martha Seaton
Edith Stunkel Foundation
Gabrielle Thompson &
Larry Weaver

DIRECTOR ($250-$499)
Steve & Missy Brewer
Jo & Ben Brunner
Lyle & Chris Butler
Nancy & Myron Calhoun
Gary Coates &
Susanne Siepl-Coates
Tony Crawford
Shawn & Kate Drew
Mark & Annette Duff
Pat Ekart
Flint Hills Association
of Realtors, Inc
MASTER ARTIST ($500-$999) Tom & Angie Fryer
David & Rosemarie Alexander Rick & Beverly Fulton
Penny Alonso
Barbara & Ned Gatewood
Mimi Balderson
Mary Lee Graham
Mary Cottom
Steven & Cheri Graham
Janice & Fred Gibbs
Mike & Tina Greim
Rebecca & Marvin Gould
George & Alice Ham
Jo Lyle
Jim & Connie Hamilton
Debbie Nuss &
Don & Artyce Hedrick
Brad Fenwick
Chris & Tom Herald
Teresa & Ernie Minton
David & Dianna Horner
Carol Oukrop
Jackie Macdonald &
Jeremy & Gina Platt
Michael Donnelly
Mark & Donna Rose

Sue Maes &
Dennis Hemmendinger
Judith Major & Jim Jones
Chuck & Joyce Marr
S. Lee Meigs
Dori Milldyke
Duane & Susan Noblett
Livie Olsen & Bill Pryor
Tom Phillips &
Debra Doubek
Verlyn Richards
Richard & Penny Senften
Joan Shull
Bruce & Leslie Snead
Jacqueline Spears &
Dean Zollman
Cathy & Randall Steiner
Randy & Shari Tedford
David & Mindy Weaver
Karin Westman & Phil Nel
Robert & Diana Williams

For a complete list of Friends of MAC, please visit our website
and see the Friends of MAC lists in the Clarenburg Foyer.

MAC
THEATRE COMMITTEE
Kim Riley, Chair
Anthony Crawford
Steve Galitzer Sherri Minick
Peggy Riley
Brent Weaver
...and Doris Grosh,
who will always be with us!
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Sponsors 2020-21 Silver level & above, as of 11/05/2020
Season Sponsors
Theatre: CivicPlus
MACademy: SPS
Companies, Inc.
Education: Keating &
Associates, Inc.
Special sponsors:
Brian Niehoff &
Usha Reddi
Gallery: Anonymous
Platinum Level Sponsors
Anonymous
Mel & DonnaDee Chastain
Jan & Steve Galitzer
Jane Gibson
Rebecca & Marvin Gould
Mark & Ann Knackendoffel
Little Apple Optimist Club
of Manhattan
Manhattan Breakfast
Optimist Club
Professional Planning
Services
Stephen & Debbie Saroff
SNW Gallery & Custom
Frames
Gregory P. St. Amand
Memorial Grant
Gold Level Sponsors
Susan Adamchak &
John Heritage
American Pest
Management, Inc.
Mimi Balderson

Bayer Construction
BHS Construction
Lew & Enid Cocke
Commerce Bank
Mary Cottom
Anthony Crawford
Fenceline Fabrics
Jack & Peggy Flouer
Joann Goldstein
Jim & Connie Hamilton
Hayden & Kohlmeier
Orthodontics
C. Clyde Jones
Sue Maes &
Dennis Hemmendinger
Carol Oukrop
Graham & Rebecca Rose
Scott Schlender & Tom Fish
Dick & Martha Seaton
Frank & Mary Siegle
Michelle & Alan Sink
Bill & Sharon Snyder
Varney & Associates,
CPAs, LLC
Weis Realty Executives
Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen
Funeral Home
Silver Level Sponsors
Sydney Carlin
Charlson & Wilson
Bonded Abstracters
Mark & Annette Duff
Linda Duke

Robin & Joe Edmunds
Jennifer & Bob Edwards
Jane Gibson
Rebecca & Marvin Gould
Steven & Cheri Graham
Greater Manhattan
Community Foundation
Bob & Lynne Haines
Jim & Connie Hamilton
Carole Harbers
Tom & Diane Hawk
David & Dianna Horner
Lowell & Stacy Kohlmeier
Kendra & Les Kuhlman
Vera Langemeier
Jackie Macdonald &
Michael Donnelly
Judith Major & Jim Jones
John & Karen McCulloh
Bruce McMillan AIA
Architects PA
Richard & Mary Jo Myers
Kathleen & Michael Oldfather
Ed Olson
Cheryl & Juergen Richt
Linda & Bill Richter
William & Erma Riley
David & Karen Seay
Karin Westman & Phil Nel
Don & Jan Wissman

To become a sponsor contact Anat Eshar, MAC Development Director,
development@manhattanarts.org , 785-537-4420

MAC Officers & Board of Directors
President: Mark Rose
Vice President: Kendra Kuhlman
Secretary: Garric Baker
Treasurer: Dan Richards
Kristin Brighton
Samantha DeChant

Clive Fullagar
Steve Galitzer
Sue Maes

Jeremy Platt
Jeff Sackrider
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Coming soon at MAC...
The Three Musketeers
A comedy by Ken Ludwig
Directed by Penny Cullers

Auditions: Mar 7 & 8, 7-9pm
All ethnicities encouraged to audition.
Open to ages 16+. Stage fighting is part of this
production and will be taught. Complete an online
audition form to schedule your audition.

Performances: Apr 23-25 & Apr 30-May 2

Ripcord—A Staged Reading
Season Sponsor: CivicPlus
A dark comedy by David Lindsay-Abaire
Platinum Sponsors: The Trust Company Directed by Chuck Leonard
Mel & DonnaDee Chastain
Sat, Mar 13, 8pm
Costume Sponsors:
Stephen & Debbie Saroff
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